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Science: risk assessment


This risk assessment is based upon example set by the  Health and Safety Executive.

This risk assessment is also in line with the new Allergy Guidelines for ‘Benedict’s Law’ 2026

	HAZARD
	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED AND HOW?
	WHAT ARE YOU DOING ALREADY?
	DO YOU NEED TO DO ANYTHING ELSE TO CONTROL THIS RISK?
	ACTION: WHO?
	ACTION: WHEN?
	DONE: DATE

	Use of scientific equipment (e.g. beakers, measuring cylinders, thermometers, magnets)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Could suffer cuts, bruises, pinched fingers or minor injuries through misuse or accidental breakage.
	Equipment is age-appropriate, checked before use and used under adult supervision. Pupils receive safety instructions before activities.
	Replace damaged equipment immediately. Reinforce safe handling procedures before each lesson.
	Class Teacher/
Science Lead
	Before every lesson
	

	Glass equipment
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Could receive cuts from broken glass.
	Glassware used only where necessary and handled by adults or older pupils under close supervision. 
Breakages cleared immediately by staff.
	Consider using plastic alternatives where possible.
 Ensure spill/breakage procedure is understood.
	Class Teacher
	Before use
Immediately if broken
	

	Sharp equipment (e.g. scissors, scalpels used by staff, dissecting tools, skewers)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Cuts or puncture wounds to pupils or staff.
	Only age-appropriate tools used. Sharp tools handled by adults or closely supervised pupils. 
Safe storage when not in use.
	Limit access to sharp items. 
Demonstrate correct use before activities.
	Class Teacher
	Before activity
	

	Chemicals (including household substances, indicators, cleaning products)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Skin or eye irritation, ingestion, inhalation or allergic reactions.
	Only approved, low-hazard chemicals used in primary schools.
 CLEAPSS guidance followed.
 Chemicals stored securely and labelled correctly. 
PPE used where appropriate.
	Review COSHH information where required.
 Ensure eye wash and first aid supplies are available.
	Science Lead/Class Teacher
	Before activity
	

	Allergens (e.g. food items, plants, seeds, feathers, animal products)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Pupils or staff with allergies may suffer allergic reactions, including anaphylaxis.
	School allergy register checked before activities. 

Known allergens avoided where possible. 
Emergency medication accessible. 

Parents informed if necessary.
	Use alternative materials where possible. 
Check ingredients and materials before lessons.
	Class Teacher/
SENDCo
Health and Safety Lead
	Prior to lesson
	

	Balloons (including static electricity investigations)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Latex allergy reactions. Burst balloons may trigger asthma symptoms or cause choking if pieces are swallowed by young children.
	Latex-free balloons used where possible. 

Balloon pieces disposed of immediately.

 Activities supervised.
	Avoid balloon use where pupils have latex allergies or severe asthma. 
Consider alternative resources.
	Class Teacher
	Before activity
	

	Dust, powders or spores (e.g. flour, soil, chalk dust)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
May trigger asthma or respiratory irritation.
	Powders used sparingly in well-ventilated areas. 

Known asthma sufferers identified.
	Substitute with less dusty materials where possible. 
Ensure inhalers are readily available.
	Class Teacher
	Before activity
	

	Heating equipment (e.g. hot water, lamps, teacher demonstrations
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Burns or scalds to pupils or staff.
	Heating equipment operated by adults wherever possible. 
Safety zone established around hot equipment.
	Allow equipment to cool before handling. 
Remind pupils not to touch heated items.
	Class Teacher
	During activity
	

	Electrical equipment (e.g. batteries, bulbs, circuits)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Electric shock (low risk), burns from short circuits or damaged equipment.
	Only low-voltage batteries used. 
Equipment checked regularly. 
Pupils instructed not to connect directly across battery terminals.
	Remove damaged equipment from use. 
Reinforce correct circuit building techniques.
	Class Teacher/Site Manager
	Before activity
	

	Water spills
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Slips, trips and falls causing minor injuries.
	Spills cleaned immediately. 
Pupils reminded to walk around the classroom.
	Keep absorbent cloths readily available. 
Restrict movement during investigations if necessary.
	Class Teacher
	Immediately
	

	Living organisms (plants, insects, worms, etc.)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Allergic reactions, bites, scratches or hygiene risks. Stress or harm to living organisms.
	Hands washed after handling. 
Organisms handled carefully and humanely. 
Appropriate containers used.
	Check for allergies beforehand. 
Follow animal welfare guidance.
	Class Teacher
	Before and after activity
	

	Food-based investigations
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Allergic reactions, choking or food hygiene issues.
	Allergy information checked. 
Good hygiene practices followed. 
Food handled safely and not consumed unless intended.
	Avoid high-risk allergens where possible.
 Obtain parental consent if required.
	Class Teacher
	Before lesson
	

	Small objects (e.g. seeds, beads, magnets, batteries)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Choking hazard for younger children. Swallowing magnets or button batteries presents serious risk.
	Activities matched to age group. 
Small items counted before and after use. 
Close supervision maintained.
	Keep button batteries out of pupil access. 
Remove unnecessary small items.
	Class Teacher
	Before activity
	

	Manual handling of equipment
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Staff or pupils may suffer strains when moving heavy equipment.
	Large items moved by adults using safe lifting techniques.
	Seek assistance for heavy or awkward items. 
Store equipment at accessible heights.
	Staff
	As required
	

	Behaviour during practical activities
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Horseplay or failure to follow instructions could lead to accidents and injury.
	Clear expectations explained before practical work. 
Appropriate adult supervision maintained throughout.
	Stop activity if unsafe behaviour occurs. Adapt group sizes where necessary.
	Class Teacher
	Throughout activity
	

	Infection control (shared equipment)
	Pupils and staff and visitors
Spread of illness through shared apparatus.
	Equipment cleaned regularly. 
Handwashing encouraged before and after practical work.
	Disinfect shared resources during periods of increased illness.
	Class Teacher/
Cleaning Staff
	After activity
	

	Assessment completed by: _Anthony Sanders______________________
Position: ____Head of Schools___________________
Date: __September 2026_____________________
Review date: __September 2027_____________________
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