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Art, Craft and Design Technology: risk assessment


This risk assessment is based upon example set by the  Health and Safety Executive.

This risk assessment is also in line with the new Allergy Guidelines for ‘Benedict’s Law’ 2026

	HAZARD
	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED AND HOW?
	WHAT ARE YOU DOING ALREADY?
	DO YOU NEED TO DO ANYTHING ELSE TO CONTROL THIS RISK?
	ACTION: WHO?
	ACTION: WHEN?
	DONE: DATE

	Paints, glue or any other liquids

	Staff, pupils, volunteers
Contact with eyes and skin. 

	Pupils are taught how to be sensible when using paint and must wear a protective apron. 
Only safe and non-toxic paint to be used in school. 
Pupils are to be supervised during each activity.
 Pupils are to be encouraged to thoroughly wash their hands after each activity.
	Aprons etc., should be worn if painting in classroom.
Make sure floor is clear to reduce risk of tripping.
Try to limit the movement around the tables, classroom etc. when liquids are being used in painting, crafting, DT activities.
	Teacher/ adults in charge of activity.
	Whenever these resources are used.
	

	Using Clay / Modroc.
	Staff, pupils, volunteers
Contact with eyes and skin. 
Allergic reaction
	Pupils are taught how to be sensible when using clay and wear a protective apron.
Staff to watch for any adverse reaction when pupils are using the clay.
Staff to be aware of any children who have allergies or could be at risk of possible reaction to the clay used and provide a different activity for these children.
Pupils thoroughly wash their hands after using the clay.
Pupils to be given clear instructions before the activity.
Any spillages of clay and/or water are cleared immediately to avoid a trip/slip hazard.
Any tools used to work the clay must be appropriate for the age group and with no sharp edges and the children taught how to use these safely.
	Check medical list to ensure no-one has allergies to Modroc, clay etc.
Carry out risk assessment of activity as part of your planning.
	Teachers/ Adults

	Whenever these resources are used.
	

	Sewing


	Staff, pupils, volunteers
Needle Injury Cotton cuts
	Pupils are supervised during the activity.
Cotton strands etc. are cut using only scissors.
Only materials, which can be easily sewn and/or stitched are to be used to avoid excess pressure being used to sew materials together.
Finger bobbins to be supplied to help pupils sew materials which are denser to work & sew. 
Pupils are taught how to use a needle safely.
	Pupils will be taught how to use equipment safely BEFORE activity begins.
	Class teachers

	As and when used

	

	Using balloons
	Staff, pupils, volunteers
Hygiene & Asthmatic problems
	When using balloons, balloon powered toys and/or party game equipment, which are blown or inflated by mouth, staff should ensure hygienic procedures are followed.
Children should not share mouthpieces.
Children known to be asthmatic or unwell should be monitored to assess their safety and wellbeing during the inflation of balloons.
Any allergies of the material of the balloon must be checked.
	Check medical list to ensure no-one has allergies to Modroc, clay etc.
Carry out risk assessment of activity as part of your planning.
	
	
	

	Sharp equipment

May include
Art knives,
Scissors,
Cutters,
Saws, hacksaws,
Clay tools
etc.
	Staff, pupils, volunteers

Cuts 
	Controlled storage and use of specialist sharp equipment such as saws, hacksaws etc.
Pupils taught correct techniques for use of art knives; scissors, cutters, saws etc.
Pupils to use sharp equipment under supervision only
Knives are washed separately, dried and put away.
	All knives locked away in a cupboard and only allowed to be distributed by an adult
Daily checks to make sure cupboard is locked

	Class teachers

Site manager
	As and when used

Daily
	

	Hot surfaces and liquids such as use of glue guns etc.
	Staff, pupils and volunteers

Burns, scalds
	Adults to supervise all glue gun use
Adults to move kettles, hot water; glue guns etc.
Adults to supervise if using boiling water in pans/containers or if kettle being used.

	Remind pupils of the safety rules before every cooking lesson
Remind adults to follow guidance in staff handbook
	Class teacher
Senior leadership team
	Every lesson

Termly
	

	Use of electrical equipment 
E.G.s 
Laminator,
Kettle,
Printer
Photocopier
Ovens (also see cooking risk assessment)
Microwave


	Staff, pupils and volunteers

Electric shock
Fire
Burns, scalds
	All Equipment are PAT tested and checked termly
Pupils are supervised by adults at all times
Ovens are used with adult supervision (Children DO NOT OPEN OVENS- ONLY ADULTS)
Microwave are used with Adult supervision (Children NOT OPEN MICROWAVES- ONLY ADULTS) 
Laminator- (ONLY ADULT TO USE)
Fire blanket kept in the area
Electrical equipment placed away from hazards such as flammable materials, class displays, doorways, fire escape routes, etc. 
	All children will be taught how to use equipment safely before use. 
A basic risk assessment should be considered when planning any activity with electrical equipment.
	Health and safety lead

Teachers / Adults taking lessons.

	Whenever activities are talking place.



Every year and as part of staff induction
	

	Risk of Allergic reaction
	Staff, pupils and volunteers

Allergic reaction to resources such as paint, chalk etc.
	All children will an allergy has a medical plan with allergens stated clearly.
This children who require AAI’s have them either on their person or with responsible adult.
All resources are purchased through reputable education companies.  


	Check ingredients before using resources to ensure there is no potential risk of allergic reaction.
Have blue gloves for children to use to reduce risk of exposure if appropriate.
Check medical record and then with parents if in doubt.
If using resources not purchased by school, read all ingredients and check with Health and Safety lead BEFORE using them. 

	Teacher /adult taking lesson.

Health and Safety lead
	Whenever activity is to take place in school.
	

	Wet or slippery floors
	Staff, pupils and volunteers

Possible slip if items spilt on floor or becomes slippery
	Ensure floors etc. are kept clear and clean when art, craft, DT is happening.

Should any spills etc. occur warn children and clean up mess before lesson continues.
Ensure children are wearing sensible footwear.
	Staff will clean up any spills etc. as and when it happens to greatly reduce risk of slips and falls.
	Adults responsible for teaching activity.

Adults working with the children who spill and make the mess.
	Whenever a lesson in art, craft or DT is occurring.
	

	Assessment completed by: _Anthony Sanders______________________
Position: ____Head of Schools___________________
Date: __September 2026_____________________
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