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   A journey of learning for all,
  within God’s guiding hands

EYFS POLICY
‘A learning Journey for all, within God’s Guiding hands’
Life is a wonderful journey of learning guided by God. Chislet School nurtures all individuality and growth through a supportive and caring family. Everyone brings something special to our school. Using our Christian values, we aim to nurture, encourage, transform and watch it flourish within our community and beyond.
 
At Chislet Church of England Primary School we are committed to ensuring that our pupils can achieve their BEST by valuing, nurturing and embedding the following key principles of Care, Respect, Praise and Trust all within our school’s nurturing ethos. 
We encourage Respect by... 
· Providing a safe, welcoming, and happy learning environment that enables each child to have a respect in themselves, their abilities and their potential as well as respecting those same qualities in their peers.
· Providing a school where each child knows that they are valued and respected as individuals and that they have a voice that will be respected and listened to. 
· Providing a school where everyone values the importance and love of life-long learning and where everyone can become a confident and successful learner. 
· Encouraging everyone to see that as global citizens they can make a difference to our world - locally, nationally and globally. To respect the values and beliefs of others as well as respecting God’s blueprint for the world around them and find ways of taking care of it.
· Instilling a culture of positive, mutually supportive relationships that foster a respect in oneself and a respect in others. 
· Ensuring that everyone who is associated with our rights respecting school community, including children, parents, staff and governors is committed to its success and treats one another with tolerance, kindness, and respect. 
We encourage Care by... 
· Providing the strategies that will help nurture pupils to overcome challenges and difficulties for themselves enabling them to become autonomous and adaptable learners. 
· Helping children become resilient learners who see the value and importance of keeping going and not giving up. To instil self confidence to care about what they do and what outcomes they produce.
· Creating opportunities for children to understand that they have the capacity to control, improve and care for their own learning outcomes. 
· Sharing the stories from the bible of how Jesus showed God’s love through actions.
· Allowing the child’s voice to steer the curriculum and to explore personal interests and queries. 
We encourage Praise by... 
· Ensuring that everyone enjoys the opportunity to achieve, and to celebrate and take pride in their own achievements, in the achievements of others and in the whole school. 
· Providing a stimulating, rich and relevant curriculum which enables children to leave our school as literate, numerate, creative and informed individuals. 
· Promoting a ‘have-a-go’ culture where engagement, participation and enjoyment are valued as essential stepping stones to achievement and success and are praised in a variety of ways.
· Providing quality teaching that seeks to engage, inspire and motivate all pupils securing clear evidence of improvements in their learning and to allow children to feel rewarded for their individual successes.
· Celebrating achievement and identifying the contribution that effort has made towards it. 
· Recognising progress and achievement in a way that rewards individuals, creates positive memories and inspires others. 
· Creating opportunities for everyone to make a positive contribution to the school and the wider community through tangible activity, a sense of pride and respect for themselves and others. 
· Using Class Dojo to share outside achievements and acknowledge that learning does not stop once the children have walked out the school gates.
· Recognising and being thankful for the things which children have, from fruit for snack time to the wonderful environment that get to work in every day.
We encourage Trust by... 
· Creating an environment where the success of individuals is acknowledged as being part of an equally valued TEAM  where ‘Together Everyone can support each other to succeed’
· Enabling the entire school community to engage with, participate in and commit to our learning journey, prioritising quality provision and establishing a level of trust between everybody that we are here to support and nurture the skills of the individual.
· Recognising that we are partners in the education of our pupils and committed to working in partnership with our parents and the wider community, ‘trusting in each branch to support the main tree.’
· Working with trusted organisations beyond the school who with their insight, resources and expertise can enhance the quality of our existing provision. 
· Ensuring our children aim high and that they do not settle for second best.  To Trust in their abilities and skills.
· Creating an environment of trust where individuals can express their feelings and explore the interests without fear of ridicule or lack of support.
· Trusting the Christian values instilled throughout our school will guide children towards becoming the best person they can be.
Everyone brings something special to our school. Using our Christian values we aim to nurture what they have brought, encourage it to transform and watch it flourish within our community and beyond.

Introduction 
All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life. Children learn and develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives, so their experiences in early years have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide the foundation children need to fulfil their potential.
 The EYFS sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.
The EYFS is about what children learn, as well as how they learn. Effective practice is a mix of different approaches. Children learn through play, by adults modelling, by observing each other and through adult-guided learning. 

The EYFS seeks to provide: 
· Quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress, and no child gets left behind. 
· A secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, and assessing and reviewing what they have learned regularly. 
· Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers. 
· Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and supported.

Aims 
In our Foundation Stage it is our aim to: 
· Provide a bright, welcoming, stimulating and safe environment in which children and their parents feel happy and secure. 
· To actively involve parents in their children’s learning. 
· To provide a broad and balanced curriculum to build on the children’s prior knowledge and experiences, and to allow the interests and queries from children to form part of that curriculum.
· To provide opportunities to encourage co-operation and independence. 
· To promote the value of play as a learning experience. 
· To ensure that every child has equal access to all areas of the curriculum irrespective of gender, ethnic or social background, religion or disability. 
· To work as an effective staff team as well as working with all stakeholders including children and parents.
Responsibilities 
The Executive Head Teacher, supported by the Early Years Foundation Stage Leader, is responsible for the implementation and management of the Early Years Foundation Stage Policy at Chislet Church of England Primary School. It is the responsibility of every member of staff to implement that policy in their day-to-day actions and experiences. 
The Governing Body has overall responsibility for reviewing and ratifying the Early Years Foundation Stage Policy of Chislet Church of England Primary School and for ensuring it does not discriminate on any grounds, including but not limited to: ethnicity/national origin, culture, religion, gender, disability or sexual orientation. 
EYFS Curriculum 
At Chislet Church of England Primary School we follow the EYFS framework (January 2024). Within this framework there are four guiding principles which shape our practice.
These are: 
1. Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured. 
2. Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 
3. Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.
4. Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children, including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).Our curriculum encompasses seven areas of learning and development. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.

The areas of learning and development
There are seven areas of learning and development that set out what providers must
teach the children in their settings. All areas of learning and development are
important and inter-connected.

Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships, and thriving. These are called the prime areas: 
· communication and language 
· physical development 
· personal, social, and emotional development.

Four areas help children to strengthen and apply the prime areas. These are called the specific areas: 
· literacy 
· mathematics 
· understanding the world 
· expressive arts and design 

Throughout their time in the EYFS our children partake in an ambitious curriculum which is designed in a sequential way to ensure progress towards the end of reception goals. These goals are defined as Early Learning Goals (ELGs) The descriptors for these can be found in the appendix. 
Our curriculum incorporates Learning Through Play, learning by adults modelling, by observing each other and through guided learning and direct teaching. It is also important to highlight that our plans are flexible to allow us to respond quickly to children’s new interests and/or needs.

Weaving throughout the EYFS curriculum at Chislet Church of England Primary School are three Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
· playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 
· active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements. 
· creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.
These elements underpin how we reflect on each child’s development and adjust our practice accordingly. Supporting children in their individual learning behaviour and observing the context of children’s play is essential. 
We plan children’s activities to reflect their interests. Assessment is conducted through observation and focused individual, group, and whole class teaching sessions. We enhance our assessments through pictures and message from home using the Class Dojo interactive communication App.
The Learning Environment and Outdoor Spaces 
The foundation stage learning area is organised in such a way that children can explore and learn in a safe environment. Equipment and resources are accessible and can be located and used independently by children. The enclosed outdoor spaces are secure and offer children the opportunity to explore a different environment, presenting them with different challenges and experiences. These areas are continuously being improved and developed to give our children the best opportunities possible to achieve their BEST. Activities are planned throughout the foundation units to help the children develop in all areas of learning. We encourage children to explore the outdoors at all times of year and in all weathers. We provide appropriate clothing if required. 
Relationships 
At Chislet Church of England Primary School, we believe it is important for children to learn social skills and to develop relationships with peers and adults. This will be achieved through carefully planned activities relating to the Personal, Social and Emotional Development aspects of the EYFS curriculum and through playing and interacting with other children and adults. It will be mostly child led. Positive relationships and good manners will be modelled by all staff towards each other and towards the children. Spiritual relationships will also be developed, and children will be able to explore their spirituality through worship and prayer.
The Parent - Teacher Partnership 
The EYFS setting cannot function without the enduring support of parents and carers. We recognise that parents are the child’s primary educator and we recognise this important role through regular engagement including: 
· Initial information and admission meetings for completion of admission forms and to sign permission slips for visits out of school, use of photographs of their child for assessment purposes and using the internet at school. 
· Having an open door policy to enable parents to come and speak with staff should they have any concerns. 
· Twice annual parents’ evenings. 
· Regular parents’ information afternoons. E.g. phonic and maths sessions. 
· Events and activities throughout the year which bring together children, parents and the school. E.g. celebration days. 
· Sending activities home for parents to complete with their children. 
Admission & Transition 
Children are admitted to our foundation stage as per KCC admission policies. 
When children start in Reception parents/carers are invited to meet staff, look around the learning area and find out more about what their child will experience at the school. Children are given the opportunity to meet their new teacher and explore the learning environment. 
Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND) 
We strongly believe that early identification of individual needs is crucial in enabling staff to meet the needs of each child. Concerns are discussed with parents at an early stage in an open, honest and sensitive manner. The school SEND leader will offer support and advice, seeking outside agency partnerships as appropriate. Further information is found in our SEND Policy. 
Assessment and Reporting to Parents 
Assessing children’s progress against the Early Learning Goals is a continuous process throughout the EYFS. At the end of the Foundation Stage there is a legal requirement for us to assess all children against the Early Learning Goals to identify whether they are ‘emerging’ or ‘expected’. These assessments are reported to parents, to the Local Authority and the DfE. 
We moderate our judgments across the primary schools within the local family and are involved in external moderations with other schools within our Federation and across our school communities.
Safeguarding
The safety of every child is paramount at Chislet Church of England Primary School. We have a robust Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy to ensure the children in our care are protected. 

Welfare 
In order to promote the health and wellbeing of all children we: 
· promote the safety and welfare of the children in our care by ensuring:
· a supply of fresh drinking water is always available on the premises and can be accessed by children as and when needed independently.
· regular discussions are held with parent/carers to ensure that individual needs are met as appropriate. 
· children’s dietary needs are discussed with parents and acted upon as appropriate.
· fruit and refreshments are available during the morning for children to access. 

Health and Safety 
Our full Health and Safety Policy is available on our website or on request. 
Some of its aims are as below:
· promote good health and prevent the spread of infection by taking appropriate action when children are ill by ensuring a qualified first aider is accessible and accidents and injuries are recorded in an accident book. 
· manage the behaviour of the children in our care in a way that is appropriate for their individual needs and stage of development and in line with our behaviour policy.
· ensure that adults who have access to children, or who look after children, are suitably vetted and trained.
· ensure that the settings are fit for purpose and that furniture and equipment is safe by ensuring a fire and emergency evacuation procedure is in place with regular practice evacuations.
· maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe and efficient management of the setting. 





Appendix 
The Early Learning Goal Descriptors 
Communication and Language 
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding 
- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
ELG: Speaking 
- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems when appropriate. 
-Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
ELG: Self-Regulation 
- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly. 
- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate. 
- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
ELG: Managing Self 
- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience, and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet, and understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 
ELG: Building Relationships 
- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 
- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. 
- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 
Physical Development 
ELG: Gross Motor Skills 
- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. 
- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping, and climbing. 
ELG: Fine Motor Skills 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery. 
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
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Literacy 
ELG: Comprehension 
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories. 
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems and during role-play. 
ELG: Word Reading 
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
ELG: Writing 
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Mathematics 
ELG: Number 
- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. 
- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 
- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 
ELG: Numerical Patterns 
- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. 
- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
Understanding the World 
ELG: Past and Present 
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and –when appropriate – maps. 
ELG: The Natural World 
- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
ELG: Creating with Materials 
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools, and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive 
- Invent, adapt, and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. 
- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems, and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
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